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The Research Paper

Far from being a dull academic task spent in a library, research can be an engaging °

discovery, full of surprises and rewards. J

There will be many occasions both in your education and in your working life
when you will have to find out more about a subject. For example, you may find
yourself called upon to present written information on a topic that requires you
to explore it in depth. Research is the tool writers use to discover more about any
subject, and it can be rewarding and enjoyable.

A research paper is an essay based on information drawn from sources such as

books, periodicals, broadcast and clectronic media, and interviews with experts.
Research reports are a valuable means for communicating information not only
about literature and the sciences, but also about more practical matters. You can

find research papers in newspapers, in magazines, in nonfiction books, on the
Internet, on the news, and in documentaries. In the process of writing a research
paper, a writer always expands a body of knowledge and, along the way, learns

more about writing.
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